


Introduction

Environmental Restoration and Conservation Agency, ERCA works on various activities; compensation for
sufferers of health hazards caused by pollution; promotion of the activities for prevention of health hazards
caused by pollution; support to private organizations which work on environmental conservation in the
developing areas of the world nations and in Japan through a grant, development of human resources, and
provision of information; support of smooth implementation of polychlorinated
biphenyl waste disposal; management of funds for the administration and
maintenance of final waste disposal sites; provision of medical expenses and other
relief benefits to sufferers of asbestos-related disease such as mesothelioma, and
lung cancer.

Our goal is to work on these activities with efficiency and dedication and

continue to improve our service for people.
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I Management principles I The logo

As a policy-implementation organization, we will '
endeavor to create and conserve a healthy environment. The meaning of the logo 4

We aim to play an important part in environmental ERCA

policy and make use of knowledge and skills to meet - - -

needs from home and abroad. The idea behind the design
The idea behind the design is “clean air” and “the drift
of clouds” blown by “natural wind” in a blue sky.

The meaning of the logo

The air we take for granted has become the present
composition of the air now thousands of millions of
years after, after the birth of the earth. The logo
represents our will to create and conserve healthy
environment based on the “air”, and contribute to
ensuring healthy and cultural living and welfare of
humankind.






Operation of the Pollution-related Health
Damage Compensation System

The Law Concerning Pollution-Related Health Damage Compensation and other Measures came into force in
September 1974, in order to provide victims of pollution-related illnesses with compensation benefits, such as
medical benefit, etc. This law is also aimed at enforcing the pollution health and welfare program in order to
give prompt and fair protection to pollution victims.

Those eligible for the compensation are certificated patients in the designated areas I (41 areas) defined as
those where “significant air pollution results in a wide outbreak of disease”and in the designated areas II (5
areas) defined as those where a clear causal relationship between pollutants and illnesses such as Minamata
disease and itai-itai disease is systematically established. The compensation expenses are provided by a
government subsidy and the pollution load levy and the specified levy collected from businesses operating
facilities that emit substances causing air pollution.

The ERCA collects the pollution load levy and the specific levy, and delivers them to the governments®* of
local areas where the outbreak of the pollution-related diseases has occurred.

*The local governments deliver the compensation benefits to sufferers.
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The designated areas I and Pollution Load Levy

After the establishment of the compensation system, the air pollution caused by sulfur dioxide was
remarkably reduced due to the progress of pollution control policy by the central and local governments, the
introduction of pollution prevention facilities by industries and a general tendency to economize on energies and
natural resources. On the other hand levels of pollution caused by nitrogen oxides and SPMs continued to fail to
meet environmental quality standard, but the character of air pollution underwent a great change and air
pollution was no longer thought to be the main cause of diseases such as chronic bronchitis as before.

Based on this situation, the Compensation Law was revised in 1988, the designation on 41 areas was cancelled
and a new certification of sufferers was completed. But the ERCA has been paying compensation benefits to
certificated patients.







The Pollution-related Health Damage
Prevention Program

Transition from Individual Compensation to Prevention of Health-related Air Pollution Damage

After the introduction of the Compensation Law, the circumstances concerning air pollution have greatly
changed. Heavy industrial pollution by sulfur dioxide has abated, although chronic urban pollution caused by
automobile emissions has been increasing. But unlike the past, chronic lung disease cannot be thought to be
attributed primarily to air pollution. Based on these circumstances, the Compensation Law was revised in 1987
and the designation for the area I was cancelled on 1 March, 1988.

However, it still cannot be denied that air pollution has some influence on the occurrence of chronic lung
diseases. Therefore, strengthening and promotion of measures to prevent the occurrence of health-related air
pollution damage is underway, and the ERCA has been carrying out the pollution-related health damage
prevention programs to protect the health of local communities.

Mechanism of the pollution-related health damage prevention program

The ERCA pollution-related health damage prevention program is designed to promote the prevention of
illnesses caused by air-pollution. The ERCA supports the measures carried out by the central and local
governments to reduce air pollution and protect the health of the community.

The expenses of implementing the program are provided by the Pollution Health Damage Prevention Fund
investment.

The pollution-related health damage prevention program is conducted by the ERCA and the local
governments that are subsidized by the ERCA. The activities covered by the subsidy are those of 47 regions: 41
designated areas I and 6 regions certified as equivalent to the designated area I as in the figure.
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Tokyo, 23 wards

Chiba

~ Yokohama, Kawasaki
Fuji

Nagoya, Tokai

Yokkaichi, Kusu

Osaka, Toyonaka, Suita, Moriguchi,
Higashi Osaka, Yao, Sakai

Amagasaki, Nishinomiya, Ashiya, Kobe

(Kusu has merged with Yokkaichi since February 2005.)







Japan Fund for Global Environment

The Japan Fund of Global Environment (JEGE) is established in 1993, responding to the Statement of the Rio
Declarations on Environment and Development (1992) after the environmental problem occurred since mid-1980s.
The Rio statement indicates the importance of the Non-Governmental/Profit Organizations ° environmental
activities to address the serious environmental problems including/such as the Global warming, depletion of the
ozone layer, destructions of the tropical rainforests,

With a domestic endowment from the Japanese Government and donations by citizens, these invests from the
fund is utilized by the JFGE. The JFGE is for Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and Non-Profit
Organizations (NPOs) activities that are involved in the environmental conservation inside/outside Japan.

Structure of JFGE

ERCA

Environmental
investments ggnservatlon Activities

- Japanese private
Grants organizations in
Program developipng areas

Central
Government

donations
contributions

- Foreign private
organizations in
Citizens developipng areas

Corporations, =l b - Japanese private
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Promotion of Environ-
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Support
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The members of the Management Council consist of the experts of various fields to
administrate/judge/monitor the fair funding management.
The management council is made of/have branches ° Grant Council’ and ‘Evaluation Council’; Grant Council
decides the examine guideline and adopts JEGE funding organizations, Evaluation Council operates post-activity
evaluation of the funding organizations by the disciplinary prospects of view.
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The JFGE provides financial assistance to NGOs and NPOs

in Japan and developing countries for projects in following
eleven areas.
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. Nature protection, conservation and restoration
. Forest conservation and tree/grass planting

. Anti-desertification

. Agriculture of environmental conservation type
. Prevention of global warming

. Building of a recycle-oriented society

. Air, water and soil conservation

. Comprehensive environmental education

. Other environmental conservation activities

Training for environmental education instructors

The JFGE conducts research (on environmental NGOs and

NPOs and its projects), and provides training program and
information to NGOs and NPOs for (the improvement of)
environmental conservation activities.

1.

Research:

Research on basic information on and common issues to
NGOs and NPOs, and also their environmental conservation
activities in both Japan and foreign countries is conducted.

. Training program:

Various training programs for NGOs and NPOs staff and
volunteers are held to support their activities.

. Providing Information:

Information on NGOs and NPOs' environmental
conservation projects is provided through Internet, reports,
and newsletters to support environmental activities.

Agricultural training for environmental conservation

Practice of mangrove forestation (Thailand)

Global warming education of children

A Management Lecture for environmental NGOs



The PCB Waste Treatment Fund

The ERCA is charged with the administration of “the PCB Waste Treatment Fund,” which is aimed at
encouraging the prompt treatment and disposal of PCB wastes.

PCB (Polychlorinated Biphenyl) is a man-made chemical compound. Due to its non-flammability, chemical
stability and electrical insulating properties, it had been used in a wide range of products including electric
transformers, capacitors, and heating medium of boilers and exchangers. However, it was not until the Kanemi
Oil Poisoning case in 1968, a large-scale food poisoning incident caused by PCB contamination of rice-bran oil in
its manufacturing process, that its toxicity became widely known as a serious social issue.

PCB production was discontinued in 1972, but the construction of the PCB treatment and disposal plants has
been making very slow progress because of local opposition. Therefore, business enterprises have been obliged
to keep PCB refuse untreated for a long period of time. Moreover, a significant amount of PCB waste went

missing during the long storage period, so the danger of PCB polluting the environment has increased.

As persistent organic pollutants (POPs) such as PCB have influence on not only a local but also the global
environment, an international regulation on POPs was adopted in 2001 (Stockholm Convention on Persistent
Organic Pollutants). In Japan, “the Law Concerning Special Measure against PCB waste” was established in the
same year. This law requires businesses to dispose of all the PCB waste by July 15th, 2016. In addition, “the PCB
Waste Treatment Fund” was established at the office of the ERCA by contributions from the central and local
governments, as well as the private sector.

The PCB Waste Treatment Fund provides subsidies to the PCB treatment agencies designated by the
Ministry of Environment, in order to reduce the expenses of the treatment operations paid for by small and
medium-sized business enterprises. The subsidies are also used to promote reseaches and trainings related to
PCB treatment operation (e.g. environmental monitoring, environmental safety).

Capacitor Transformer
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The Administration of the Management
Reserve Fund

At the final waste disposal sites, it is necessary to manage and control leachate releases from landfills during
and after the landfill operations until there is no danger of polluting the environment. Therefore, operators of
final waste disposal sites are required by the Waste Disposal and Public Cleaning Law to reserve money in the
Maintenance Reserve Fund at the office of the ERCA during the landfill operation for the treatment and disposal
of leachate.

The money in the Fund is returned to the operators after landfill operations have been completed. The ERCA
1s charged with the administration of the Maintenance Reserve Fund until the operators finish landfill
operations.

Operators deposit money every fiscal year
in the Maintenance Reserve Fund while
landfill operations are underway.

After landfill operations have been
completed, the funds are applied for
the maintenance of the sites.

Prefectural

Governors

Governors calculate and notify to operators
of the amount to be deposited in the
Maintenance Reserve Fund.




Operation of the Asbestos-Related
Health Damage Relief System

Act on Asbestos Health Damage Relief (Act No.4 of 2006) took effect on March 27th 2006, in order to provide
prompt relief sufferers of asbestos-related diseases and their bereaved families. Under the act, ERCA provides
relief benefit, such as medical care expenses to sufferers of the designated diseases caused by inhaled asbestos,
and to the bereaved of those who died of the diseases.

The ERCA carries out 3 operations in accordance with the act:

(@ certification of patients, etc. of the designated diseases caused by asbestos in Japan

(2) disbursement of relief benefits to certified patients, etc.

@) collecting contributions for relief benefits and other expenses (special contribution from business
enterprises who meet certain conditions, such as the amount of asbestos they used)

% General contributions from business enterprises are collected by the Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare.

Outline of the Operations of the Asbestos-Related Health Damage Relief System

The MOE hears medical
and scientific advice

Ministry of the
Environment

The CEC offers medical
and scientific advice

Central Environment
Council

If medical judgement is required --- _
The MOE announces the judgement
The ERCA requests the judgement
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government

contribution
apply for certification

. claim for relief benefit
Sufferers of the designated

diseases and the bereaved
of those who died of the
diseases.
certification contributions
and disbursement

contribution

The Worker's Accident

Compensation System
(Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare)

general contributions
(business owners covered by
Seamen's Insurance)

special contributions
(special business enterprises)

general contributions
(business enterprises covered by Labour Insurance)

10




Relief benefit delivery

1. Diseases covered by the benefits (designated diseases)

The following diseases caused by asbestos
(O mesothelioma @ lung cancer (malignant neoplasm of lung and bronchus) @) Asbestosis with heavy
respiratory dysfunction @ Diffuse Pleural Thickening with heavy respiratory dysfunction.

2. Relief benefit delivery

(D those eligible, types and amount of the benefits :

a) those who are officially acknowledged as sufferers of the designated diseases caused by asbestos in Japan
(certified patients)

- medical care eXpPenses e born by the sufferers

. medical care aHOWanceS ................................. ¥103’8’70 a month

o fimEral EXPEMEES °00°00000990000900000000000000000000000500 ¥199,000 (Paid to the person who carried out the
funeral)

- relief benefits adjustment money -cococoreereeeeees Paid to the bereaved in case the certified patients

died of designated diseases. (Up to ¥2,800,000,
including medical care exepenses and medical care

allowance which has already paid.)

b) the bereaved of those who died of the designated diseases.
- special condolence for bereaved families =+=+=+++-+- ¥2,800,000
. SpeCial funeral eXpenSES ................................. ¥199,000

) certification

In order to qualify for the relief benefit, you must be officially acknowledged as a sufferer of the
designated diseases caused by asbestos in Japan.

3. Relief benefit expenses

The ERCA establishes the Asbestos-Related Health Damage Relief Fund at the office of the ERCA for the
expense of relief benefit. This fund is raised from contributions from the central government, local
governments and business enterprises.

(Collection of contributions from business enterprises )

- general contribution from business enterprises who are covered by Labour Insurance (applying the Labour
Insurance contribution system)

- special contribution from business enterprises who meet certain conditions in accordance with the provision of
the government ordinance, considering the amount of asbestos they used and the circumstances in which the
outbreak of the designated diseases occurred, etc. (collected by the ERCA)

If you have questions or need more information about the Asbestos-Related Health Damage
Relief Benefit, please telephone

O ] 20—389—93 ] (In Japan only)

9:30~17:30 Except Saturday, Sunday and holidays
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Other Projects

Management and Collection of Loans

The ERCA manages and collects loans of the construction and transfer projects and loan projects, succeeding
to the Japan Environment Corporation.

Investigation Research for Environmental Conservation

The ERCA implements research studies, collects, organizes and provides information, as well as training
programs for the creation and maintenance of a healthy environment, in accordance with Paragraph 2, Article 10
of the Environmental Restoration and Conservation Agency Law.

History of the ERCA

Date of establishment

April 1, 2004

History of the ERCA

The ERCA was established on April 1, 2004. The predecessors of the ERCA are two special public institutes,
the Pollution-related Health Damage Compensation and Prevention Association (PHDCPA) and the Japan
Environment Corporation (JEC). The PHDCPA was established in 1974. Its operations were to collect levies
from industries and pay them to local governments as compensation for victims of public pollution, and to
provide and assist pollution prevention programs. The JEC was established in 1965. It carried out relocation of
factories, building of green spaces and others for the prevention of industrial pollution. In 2001, based on “the
Reorganization and Rationalization Plan for Special Public Institutions” (Cabinet Decision on December 19, 2001),
their administration and organizational structures underwent reformation and the two special public institutions
were reorganized into the ERCA. The ERCA inherited their operations.

- Guide to the Website

The Website contains a guide to the ERCA as well as providing

. information obtained through the various kinds of projects. Environmental Rl ta and
' We hope that this information help to create better \ ! 3 Conservation Agency of Japan (ERCA)
. environments and health. l

URL : http://www.erca.go.jp/english/index.html



Organization

Executive
— Managing
Director

r Administration Division
Administration
— and Planning —
Department
H Planning Division
. r Finance Division
Finance and
— Accounting —
Department . o
. __ Executive _| - Accounting Division
President Director
Auditor r Operations Division
| Compensation _|
Compliance Department _ols
Promotion L Examination and
Committee Administration Division
r Administration Division
Prevention
—  Activities —
Department

- Activities Division

Fund Management

Global Environ- Division

— mentFund —
Department
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Plan Coordination
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T | Infomation Management

| Related Health _| Division

Damage Relief

Department Benefit Application
Division
Benefit Payment
Division
Loan Management
Division
Project
— Administration Financial Fund Division
Department
Loan Collection Division
Osaka Office
Audit
Section

Headquarters

Muza Kawasaki

Central Tower
Station front deck .
(directly connected to station entrance)

Hotel Mets W West exit of Kawasaki Sta.
To Yokohama

| ]
Kawasaki Be
Nikko Hotel I

B JRKawasaki Sta.

To Shinagawa

Yodobashi
Kawasaki C.amera

Le Front

Keikyu

Kawasaki Sta. J

General management of particular businesses

Personnnel affairs, etc.

Comprehensive planning,
comprehensive coordinati
05(1 of the organization,
etc.

Administration of budget and
account settlement, etc.

Revenue, expenditure, storage
of cash and deposits, etc.

Providing instructions for the
declaration of the levy and
levy payment, determining the
collection and acceptance of
levy,etc.

Inspection of declaration for-
ms, receipts and payments of
levy, etc.

Investment of the fund, etc.

Investigations and researches on
revension activities,subsides for
ocalgovernments, etc.

Management of the Global Env-
ironment Fund and invitation of
donations, provision of grants,
management of the Maintenance
Reserve Fund, etc.

Provision of grants, etc.

Collection and reception of co-
ntributions, management of the
fund, etc.

Information gathering, and pu-
blic information, system mana-
gement,etc.

Receptjon and acception
of applications and mana-
gement of payment syste-
m, etc.

Management of incomings
a?d outgoings, cost control,
etc.

Reception and settlement of
benefit payment,management,
collection of loans, warranty
atgalnst defects on contracts,
etc.

Borrowing, fund planning, etc.

Disposition of loans, etc.

Inspection of declarations
and reception of applicatio-
n for the asbestos relief b-
enefits, etc.

Internal audit, External inspection and audit

Headquarters

Administration and Planning Department
Tel: +481-44-520-9501
Fax : +81-44-520-2131

Finance and Accounting Department
Tel : +81-44-520-9502
Fax : +81-44-520-2132

Compensation Department
Tel: +81-44-520-9503
Fax : +81-44-520-2133

Prevention Activities Department 4
Tel: +81-44-520-9504 9
Fax : +81-44-520-2134

Global Environment Fund Department
Tel: +81-44-520-9505
Fax : +81-44-520-2190~2191

Asbestos-Related Health Damage Relief
Department

Tel: +81-44-520-9508
Fax : +81-44-520-2193
+81-44-520-1015

Project Administration Department
Tel: +81-44-520-9506
Fax : +81-44-541-2191~2192

Osaka Office

Tel: +81-6-6531-3161
Fax: +81-6-6578-2183

Audit Section

Tel: +81-44-520-9501
Fax: +81-44-520-2131

Osaka Office |

Umeda Sta.

Hankyu Line,

Umeda Sta.
JR Osaka Sta. gb

a

Hanshin L]
(e U ‘mHotel HIton enghin gept. store

Higashi
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e
New Midosuii

The Phoenix Hall
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Mo T big Qska imee
A —

4
Umeda Siga bidg. 47 [\, ﬁ USA

1F Cafe AD‘/amaJ
| E—

—
Watanabe Bashi Sta.
Yotsubashi Line|

Ohedo bashi Sta.

Midosuiji Line

Bank of Japan m

Routel

‘The River Doshima

Keihan Dentetsu Nakanoshima Line
mQsaka city hall

Yodoyabashi Sta. The River Tosabori
} )

|| Higobasni sta

To Namba

Keihan Line
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Environmental Restoration and Conservation Agency (ERCA)

@ Headquarters
Muza Kawasaki Central Tower, 1310, Omiya-cho, Saiwai-ku, Kawasaki City, Kanagawa 212-8554, JAPAN

Tel : +81-44-520-9501 (main number of Administration and Planning Department)
Fax : +81-44-520-2131
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