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[Abstract]

Key Words: Protection and Control of Wildlife and Hunting Management Law, Sika deer,
Carcass decomposition process, Carcass decomposing animals, Impact to the environment,
Questionnaire

For promoting proper application of the revised “Protection and Control of Wildlife and
Hunting Management Law,” we conducted experiments to simulate deer carcasses left alone at
hunting sites, and, a questionnaire to land managers and users.

Three experiments were conducted in winter, spring and summer in a forest and a grassland in
Tochigi Prefecture. For each experiment, six deer carcasses were placed in the forest, and other
six in the grassland. In the winter experiment, the carcasses were decomposed mainly by wild
boars in the forest, and by jungle crows in the grassland. Red foxes, raccoon dogs, Japanese
martens, black kites, Hodgson’s hawk-eagles and a few flies also fed on the carcasses. It took
2-3 months for the carcasses to become bleached bones. In the spring experiment, the main
decomposer were flies both in the forest and the grassland. Decomposition to bleached bones
took 5-11 days. In the summer experiment, flies decomposed the carcasses in about five days.
When the flies were feeding on the carcasses, they stank piercingly. After the flies dispersed
from the carcasses, the stink gradually became weak.

We questionnaired foresters and workers of forestry cooperatives for their opinion and attitude
to deer carcasses left alone in the forests they manage or use. The greater part of them answered
that they would not dodge a deer carcass when they encounter one. Most of them answered that
decomposing carcasses are the most offensive. On the other hand, very few answered that
bleached bones are the most offensive. The greater part of them accepted animals, such as wild
boars, red foxes and raccoon dogs, that are attracted by carcasses. But most of them refused
black bears because of danger, and flies because of insanitation.
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