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IV. L Abstract

Transition Measures of Asian Consumption and Production Patterns Based on Activities
and Dynamics of Diverse Stakeholders

Principal Investigator: TASAKI Tomohiro
Institution: National Institute for Environmental Studies, Tsukuba, JAPAN
E-mail: tasaki. tomohiro@nies. go. jp
Cooperated by: Development of corporate environmental management model and measures to

support its introduction by stakeholders in Asia, Kobe University

[Abstract]

Key Words: sustainable consumption and production, lifestyle, social transition,
environmental management, multistakeholder approach, co—design, evolution of

policy and management

To examine measures that encourage transformation into sustainable consumption and
production (SCP) patterns in Asia, we investigated the actual living conditions and
consumption activities of consumers and environmental corporate management in several
countries belonging to the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN).

Our lifestyle surveys and stakeholder workshops showed that diverse livelihoods of
Asians existed in a transitional period of economic growth, which not only brings
attention to SCP policies that have been implemented in developed countries but also
emerging transformative SCP policies. Transition of infrastructure is one such emerging
SCP policy and our case studies found that just transition and establishment of a
decentralized network involving various stakeholders are important. A new workshop
method was developed to support co—creation and envisioning of SCP patterns.
Collaboration of Thai and Japanese SCP experts with the application of the newly
developed method indicated that the SCP policy in the forthcoming decades will demand
industrial and technological policy instruments and regional vitalization. However,
this does not imply that conventional reforming approach of environmental policies is
unnecessary. Simultaneous and strategic utilization of different types of policies are
required. Furthermore, understanding the pros and cons of both reformist approach and
system transition approach is a key to transform SCP patterns in Asia.

Our studies to promote environmental corporate management for SCP in Asia addressed
three main research topics: environmental management models, environmental management
tools at the supply chain level, and environmental technologies. An environmental
management development model was formulated to identify the stages of Thai and
Vietnamese companies. Subsequently, the impact of stakeholders on Asian companies and
the effectiveness of environmental management control systems (EMCS) and material flow
management in Thai and Vietnamese companies were examined. A patent database was
constructed and analyzed to quantify the status of developing environmental technology,
which enables new SCP corporate activities in Asia. Consequently, we recommended the
following policies to advance corporate management in Asia for SCP: consideration of

the characteristics of different environmental corporate management stages, improvement
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of EMCS and introduction of material flow management and material flow cost accounting
because of their proven effectiveness, and promotion of transfer of environmental
technologies from developed countries since environmental patents are scarce in

Southeast Asian countries.
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