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Killing rats is Killing birds

Canada and the United States start to restrict the use of blood-thinning rat poison.

Richard A. Lovett
14 November 2012

LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA

"-\, Rights & Permissions

Law-makers in Canada and the United States are
making moves to restrict the use of rodent
poisons based on blood thinners, as studies show
that the toxins accumulate in birds of prey and
other animals.

The chemicals in question are anticoagulant
rodenticides (ARs), which work like the human

blood-thinning drug warfarin. Warfarin is itself

used as a rat poison, but is what environmental

toxicologists call a first-generation AR, less lethal
. Owils that eat poisoned rats can be poisoned

and less pro

second-gensg
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News
Where eagles die

Flaws in Alaskan island rat-eradication project laid bare.

Brendan Borrell

Misjudgements made two years ago
during a rat-eradication programme on
Alaska'’s aptly named Rat Island, which
led to the death of more than 420 birds
— including 46 bald eagles — have now
been detailed.

A report by the Ornithological Council —
an association of ornithology
organizations in the Americas —
documents flaws in the eradication
programme carried out by the US Fish
and Wildlife Service (FWS) and two
conservation groups on the remote
Aleutian island, which lies within the
Alaska Maritime National Wildlife
Refuge. The key finding Is that Island
Conservation, the group based in Santa
Cruz, California, that led the operation,
applied poison in excess of that
recommended by an advisory panel and
probably above the legal limit approved
by the US Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

A rodent-control
programme on remote Rat
Island in the Aleutian
archipelago killed 46 bald
eagles and hundreds of
other birds.

Suzi Eszterhas /
naturepl.com

"Rat Island was a huge and complicated project," says Steve
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