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Unraveling the challenges of Japanese local climate change e
adaptation centers: A discussion and analysis
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Tomohiro Fujita® , Kota Mameno °, Takahiro Kubo *°, Yoshifumi Masago ?,
Yasuaki Hijioka "
® Nutisnal Institure for Envirormental Stvies, 16-2, Onogowa, Trudaba, araid 205-8506, Jopan

® Groduate School of Agriculneral Setence, Tohoku University, Japan
® Department of Zoology, University of Owxford, Owford, UK

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Feywords: Under the Climate Change Adsptstion Act, Local Climste Change Adsptation Centers (LOCACE)
Adapradve capacity enhznece climate change sdaptation st the local level in Japan by gathering, anslyzing, and
Climate change

dizzeminating «zsentizl information on climate change and its impacts on thelr commumnities.
Although no btersfure has yet investigated the obstecles encountered by LCCACs, it 15 plausible
that LCCAC: may have sncountered several difficultizz, such as a scarcity of resources, in its
operstions. We aimed to examine these challenges through a mixed-method resesrch design. We
first conducted & shuctured interview survey with 25 LCCACs in Japen to assess their adaphve
capacity. We found that LOCACs can be classified into three groups based on their capacity. Then
a gquesbonnaire survey was implemented to determine the challenges Imiting their success. For
example, all three groups agreed that a lack of human and financisl resources and insufficient
cooperation with business sector are significant challenges. On the other hand, the results showed
that the LCCACs with low adsptive capacity showsd specific difficulties, such as the lack of
experienee and sxpertizs in climste change adaptation. These results revesled that the LOCACs in
Japan showed diverze levels of adaptive capacity, and they have different challengss derived from
their various experiences and resources. Cur findings indicsted that support from national and
local zovernments and relevant msbtubions should be tmlored to meet the specific needs and
H to other countries in order

REEAD S

Local govermnment
Local organization
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